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By Father Filut

Dear Parishioners,

It's been a long Winter!

I'm not just talking about the weather conditions,
but also the dreariness of life in general. There is
the economy and all its uncertainties and fears.
We are surrounded by the negativity of the
media and the questioning of thoughtful people
about what really is the truth. The hypocritical
and unprincipled politicians, who obviously have
little, if any, concern about what'’s best for our
country and its citizens, have contributed much
to our winter of discontent.

And so, we come to the beginning of hints of
spring and the glorious Easter time of the year. |
really need spring and Easter this year probably
more than any other year in recent history. It
always awakens in me great feelings of hope and
a fresh new optimism. In fact, it inspires a whole
new outlook on life!

Easter is a strange and splendid day for all of us,
no matter what the level of our faith commit-
ment may be. The mystery we hail on Easter
morning is splendid because the risen Lord
shines with the Father’s glory. But it is strange

because He has passed through
death — and we have not. We
know the resurrection only as a
dream, a hope, a promise. We
have not yet experienced it.
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We gather in such numbers at Easter because

The reality of this resurrection is not yet ours, but its wings
brush us constantly. Faint outlines of it shimmer through our
lives so that our taste for it grows. This strange but splendid
promise marks our days and gives them a goal, a purpose,

a meaning. Nothing will be lost, it tells us, nothing — not a
single smile, not one loving gesture, none of the goodness
that grows our lives.

All will live! Every gift a loving God has lavished on us, every
loving return we make to Him — all of this, and ourselves
too, we will hand over in our death. But, none of it will be
taken away. It will come back to us in such lavish abundance
that our only response will be surprised laughter.

Because W€ WIll get what we give, we
prepare even now for that future resur-
rection. It will not automatically come
to us. Like disciples in the Gospel, we
must go to it. We must run. (Luke 24:1-12)

We have much in common — much more than we might
suspect- with those two men and one woman in the Gos-
pel. For us, too, the tomb is empty. It always will be because

Jesus has risen!

The Lord is risen; He is among us. Let us rejoice and be
glad.

Alleluia |



-

In the beginning, when God created the heavens

and the earth, the earth was a formless wasteland,
and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind
swept over the water. Then God said,“Let there be
light” and there was light. God saw how good the
light was. God called the light “day” and the darkness
he called “night.” Thus evening came, and morning
gpmpxfe..uif sty ebz Hfoftjt 2;2.6/ Uijt pgfojoh
verse in Genesis shows how God brought an orderly
universe out of chaos.

We will soon be entering the Easter season where
we will be hearing this beautiful reading at the Easter
Vigil. In our chaotic world today, we can turn to this
tupsz py dsfhujpo boe Goe dpngpsu uibu Hpe jt ijhiu-
joh b ofx Gsf gps vt boe uvsojoh ui f ebsloftt jo pvs
lives into light. Some of us might ask where is God in
bm pg uijt vodfsubjouz BT jt sjhiu ifsF XF dbo Goe
God in the beautiful sunrise these early spring days.
God is in the singing of the birds that greet us early in
the morning. God is in the beauty of a trusting infant
@ching out to us with its tiny hands. God is in that
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friend that stands by us as we struggle
with some of the dark problems in our
lives. God is always there bringing light
into the darkness of our days.

At this time of the year, we put away our
heavy winter clothes and bring out the
lighter ones that help to lift our spirits.
Let us put away any dark and heavy feel-
ings that may drag us down and instead
look at the new creation that is emerging
right in front of our eyes.

It's here |
We just need to see it!
God is turning our darkness

/

into light |

Elizabeth Ministry:
Spiritual Adoption Baby Shower

By Lisa Borkoski

In the past nine months, our spiritual adoption babies have grown to term and are almost ready to
be welcomed into the world. During the weekend of May 16th and 17th, Holy Apostles Elizabeth
Ministry will hold a baby shower in order to celebrate the life of infants. In conjunction with this,
several events will take place.

The weekend of April 26th, the Elizabeth Ministry will have a table set up during Fellowship Breakfast
with information about the upcoming baby shower: gift tags will be available for items that babies

in the community need, and information regarding the Pregnancy Support Connection will be avail-
able. The baby items collected will go to the families that are part of this organization. In early May,
ujfst xjm cf bwbjtbcrf jo uif divsdi cvmfujot- boe npst hjgu ubht Xxjm cf bwbjtbcrf fjuifs jo ui f chdl

of church and/or in the Gathering Space. Then, during the week of May 18th, the students of Holy
Apostles School will participate in a birthday celebration (birthday cake during lunch periods) for
the babies they've prayed for throughout the nine months.




27 YEARS and
Going Strong

by Jan Reesman

27 Years...that is how long Mike Wondra has been re-
sponsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the build-
ings and grounds at Holy Apostles parish, school and
cemetery. Mike joined the staff of Holy Apostles in 1982
after working for Goodwill
Industries as the Manager
of the Sub-Contract De-
partment. The economy in
1982, like today, was suffer-
ing, and organizations were
making changes. Luckily for
Holy Apostles, Mike's wife,
Pat, had grown up in New
Berlin and knew of Holy
Apostles. Mike applied for
the open maintenance posi-
tion and was hired!

Today, Mike’s role as Manag-
er of Buildings and Grounds
includes managing a staff

of two full-time employees
and part-time employees.
Over the span of his ca-
reer, he has moved from a
“hands on” role to that of
“manager” who, today; is
responsible for a budget of
bgqspyjnbufiz %611-111/11/
In addition to the daily
supervision of buildings and
equipment maintenance

urbu vujii{f cvjiejoht upubrjoh 218-111 trvbsf gFfu xijdi bsf
located on more than 18 acres of land.

Have you ever wondered who it is that keeps the cem-
etery looking so beautiful every year with the manicured
1o bt xfm bt GpxfFst boe bht up 1pops pvs wkufsbotf
And, who makes sure that we have the necessary power
for lights, good food and music at the church festival, which
xT bt gbsjti nfncfst fokpz jo uif tvnnfsynfi Ps

Xip difbot- xbyft ulf lppst boe xbtift uif xjoepxt
fodi tvnnfs xifo tdippn jt opu jo tfttjpol Uit botxfs
is,“Mike Wondra and Staff” Barry Dickinson, who has
worked closely with Mike at our past festivals, stated that
“Mike’s physical stamina is amazing....he works day and
night the week before
the festival to make sure
everything is ready. He is
one hard-working per-
son!”

Technology has become
a very important factor
in Mike’s role as Manager
of Buildings and Grounds.
Today, the parish facilities
can be monitored and
remotely diagnosed
through the utilization of
web-based systems. By
using electronic systems
to monitor heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning
(HVAC), potential prob-
ifnt dbo cf jefoujife jo
advance to help reduce
the cost of repairs. In ad-
dition, a software system
is used for the manage-
ment and layout of the
cemetery plots.

In looking back over

and custodial services, he
prepares and maintains the
Buildings & Grounds annual
budget, plans capital projects including project costs,
estimates and bids for services.

Over the years, Mike has had direct involvement in the
project management of multiple building expansions and
large repairs including the grade school (1996 — 6 new
rooms), Gathering Place and Johnson Hall (1998 addi-
ujpo* boe sfqbjs py ui f hznobtjvn sppg )3119* I f jt
currently involved with other staff members in the initial
planning stages of the parking lot expansion project. To-
ebz 1piz Baptuft gbsjti jt dpnagsjtfe pg 3-361 ghnyjijft-
586 tuvefout- 42 tdippr ghdviuztubgy boe : gbsjti tuby

Mike Wondra

the past 27 years, Mike
shared that he

still enjoys coming to work
and that the work continues to
be challenging. Overall, it has
been an enjoyable experience
working at Holy Apostles.



Youth Ministry

By Judy Deysach

As spring comes upon us, it is time for new life. Shortly
after Easter, the celebration of new life in its highest form,
the resurrection, the celebration of the sacrament of
Dpolsnbujpo xjm ublf qibdf po Npoebz Bgsjt 38- 311 : bu
8,11gn xjui Cjtipq Xjrjbn Dbubibo bt uif dpolsnjoh
njojtufd Boufs b zfbs pg gsfabsbujpo- 4: zpvui Thwf ejt-
dfsofe up cf dpolsnte/ Uitz bst xfm bxbst vibu uifjs
dpodsnbujpo jt b ofx cfhjoojoh- b ofx fjgf jo ul f divsdi
as fully initiated adult members. We congratulate these
young people and pray for their continued growth in faith

sacrament. All are welcome to celebrate with the newly
dpolsnte bu ui ¥ Nbtt boe sfdfqujpo gpmpxjoh/

Springtime is also a time for new life in the form of
beginning new Christian formation and sacramental
programs. It starts with registration during the month

py Nbz gps Dpolsnbujpo boe Disjtujbo Zpvui Gpsnbujpo
(CYF). Both parent and child are asked to attend a man-
datory informational meeting in order to register their
child in any of the programs. Please watch for the dates
and times in the Holy Apostles Parish Catalog mailed in
April, in the bulletin every other week through out the

through the Holy Spirit who strengthens them in the

months of March and April and on the HA Web site.

Holy Apostles Spirit in Action:
PEER MENTORING

By Elsa Aparnieks and Patrick Bassi

Younger students are getting help
with homework: older kids are learn-
ing responsibility. You may call it a
win-win situation, but at Holy Apostles
we call it peer mentoring! Peer
mentoring is an after-school program
in which older students volunteer to
help primary students with academic
development so the younger stu-
dents can “come out of their shells”
and excel in schoolwork while gaining
self esteem. Plus, it’s a great way for
older students to earn service hours!
Peer mentoring is a unique program
here at Holy Apostles where older
students and younger students work
uphfuifs boe fwfszcpez cfoflut/ lu jt
truly an example of this year’s school
theme, “Write it upon their hearts”

Peer mentoring doesn't take a lot of
time, but historically, it has made many
strong bonds between older and
zpvohfs tuvefout/ Gps uif gbtu Gwf
years, from November to May, men-
tors, who are eighth graders, and the
zpvohfs tuvefout gspn Gstu uispvhi

fourth grade, work together. Mentors
are carefully matched up with younger
students, whom they gently guide
through homework and skill-building.
This interaction fosters friendships be-
tween two unlikely groups of people.

All of the students who participate

jo uif gsphsbn cfoflu gspn gffs
mentoring. Not only does it promote
relationships between older and
younger kids, but the program builds
ulf dpolefodf rfwfit pg tuvefout pg b
ages. The peer mentors develop true
leadership skills. Additionally, they have
found it takes patience and creativity
to keep a younger child on task. The
greatest outcome is that younger kids
raise their grades thanks to the special
one-on-one attention they receive.

A third grade participant said,

It’s fun to have
someone help me with
my homework.

A second grader said,

My peer mentor is
really nice.

According to the Holy Apostles
reading specialist,“The purpose is to
make homework less intimidating.
There is a real connection between
the mentors and students. | like that.
It also forms friendships” When
btlfe xibu uif cfoflut bsf-tif
responded,“For one, the friendships
are formed, certainly. The older
students understand the process to
help a younger student. It is very
motivational. | also think it's nice

for the kids to have a less threaten-
ing environment to work in” Peer
mentoring happens after school on
W ftebzt gspn 3,36 up 4,26 g/n/

Older and younger students work-
joh uphfuifs cfoflut fwfszpof/ Uif
peer mentor program helps form
bonds, develops leadership abilities
and improves academic skills. At
Holy Apostles we are lucky to have
such a great program that exempli-
0ft pvs tibsjoh boe dbsjoh tqjsju/



RECESSION-PROOF NEEDS

By Dolores Gavin Slane

The faltering world economy has caused most of us great concerns and a feeling that there is little or nothing that
we can do about it. However, there are things we can do locally to make life a little better for those in need. Please
consider the following...

Evsjoh uif xffl py tbovbsz 26-311:-b ofx tifufs pgfofe gps ipnfiftt nfo jo XbvIftib/ lut ipdbufe jo ui f chtf-
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tics covering those occupants:
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47 pyuit nfo xfsf xijuf 9 pyuit nfo xfsf dpmfhf hshevhuft
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Providing emergency shelter at three locations in the city of Waukesha are the Hebron Houses of Hospitality, Inc.
These shelters provide emergency housing, food and personal support services free of charge to people in transition.
Many families living there, on a temporary basis, have lost most of their possessions. While staying at these sites, they
receive assistance in obtaining permanent housing, employment and setting goals for their future.

Located about a block south of St. Matthias Church is the HEBRON HOUSE, which serves families and single women.
The SIENA HOUSE is a shelter for families and single women, while the JEREMY HOUSE SAFE HAVEN is for single
adults with mental health issues.

Cooperating Congregations of Waukesha County (CCWC) encourages people from congregations of all faiths to
volunteer their time and talents to provide service to those in need in Waukesha County.

Uitz dbo cf sfbdife bu 373.65:.9837 ps xxx/ddxddbsft/psh  Uifjs gspkfdut jodvef,

1. A licensed pre-school childcare facility enabling parents to enter the work force.

2. Career closet — donated clothing suitable for work environment.

4] Dipuift diptfu i epobufe dipuijoh gps Nnfo- xpnfo * dijiesfol

4. Furniture and household items given to individuals & families.

6/ Bttjtubodf jo rfhbn tFswjdft- px jodpnT ipvtjoh/

6. Meal site on Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings.

7. Outreach nurse — concerning various health issues.

Sfyfssjoh up ut ¥ Hptgfi py Nbsl 3;6- 64 Ebwf sfdfouiz sfnjoefe vt uibu gpvs nfo fhdi uppl pof dpsofs py b tusfudifs
and carried a paralyzed man to Jesus to be healed. Make a difference in the life of one less fortunate. There are vol-
unteer opportunities at each of the sites listed above!

NEEDS WISH LIST

The St. Matthias Shelter is in need of:
warm clothing over-the-counter medication laundry soap
personal care items (razors, deodorant, toothbrushes/toothpaste, shampoo, soap, etc)

The Hebron Houses are in need of:

Qbgfs gspevdut- gfot- opufgbet- cvt gbttft  Qfstpobn dbsf gspevdut- Gstu bje tvaanjft
Infant and toddler items Clothing and linens Household items and cleaning supplies
Food and kitchen utensils  Furniture or monetary donations

(Contact Anita at 262-549-8720 for donations to either or www.hebronhouse.org)







