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Are you happy :

That's a question | wonder about because so
many people seem to be unhappy these days.
They don't like this. They don't like that. There is
no way to please them; and, of course, every-
one is against them. Their unhappiness affects
their relationships with everyone they meet or
deal with. In school their children can do no
wrong; therefore, any correction of the children
results in the parents questioning and challeng-
ing the school authorities. In the parish no mat-
ter how diligently the priest and staff members
do their work, some people are upset and
downright nasty because they didn't get their
way. | can imagine how negatively these people
get along with family members, fellow work-
ers, employers and the members of their social
circle.

fr
F .
« df

Dear Parishioners,

What's the cause of this uneasiness in our
society today? | think there are many factors.
It could be the instability of the times.Things

seem to be very uncertain, and | guess they are.

The media paints pictures of doom and gloom
about the future.What really is the truth?

| think Pontius Pilate was right those many
years ago when he said, “Truth, what does that
mean?” or as some translations phrase it “What
is truth?” All | know is that our God is a good
and loving God, and we are encircled by His
love. If we really believe this about our God,
what really do we have to fear? As the great
Apostle Paul states so elegantly,“Nothing can
separate us from the love of God”.
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Obviously, unhappiness is a complex problem. | don't pretend
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the following ideas that might help all of us to be happier. | re-
ally believe that happiness is a habit. It is a by-product of right
thinking and living.

Suggestions for achieving happiness & success:

1. Live a simple life. Make simplicity the keynote of your
daily plans. Simple things are best.
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large dividends in contentment.

3. Think constructively. Stock your mind with useful
thoughts.

4. Cultivate a yielding disposition and resist the common
tendency to want things your way.

5. Be grateful. Begin the day with gratitude for your
opportunities and blessings.

6. Rule your moods. Cultivate a mental attitude of peace
and goodwill.

7. Give generously. There is no greater joy in life than to
render happiness to others by means of intelligent giving.

8. Work with right motives.The highest purpose of your
life should be to grow in spiritual grace and power.

9. Be interested in others. Divert your mind from self-
centeredness.

10. Live one day at a time. Concentrate on your
immediate task. Make the most of today.

11. Have a hobby. Cultivate an avocation to which you can
turn for diversion and relaxation.

12. Keep close to God.True and enduring happiness
depends primarily upon a close alliance with Him.



VOLUNTEERING TIME AND TALENT

By Jan Reesman

That is what Dale Lachacz and his co-workers Jim
Bauer, Brian Loohauis and Andy Wanie have been
doing for the members of Holy Apostles parish.
Today, when you attend mass or any of the special
activities held in the church, you see the handiwork
of these men. Beginning with the sanctuary and
then followed by the sacristy, the Usher’s room and
the Bride’s room, these men have donated their
time and talent by removing the old and installing
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For Dale Lachacz all it took for him to say “YES”

to helping out was to be asked by a member of
the building committee. Dale and his wife, Gerry,
have been members of the parish for more than
30 years and have volunteered for many activities
including the Fish Fry and the Athletic Association.
Dale is now retired, having worked as a tile-setter
throughout his career. In addition, their youngest
son, Mark, who currently lives in lowa and gradu-
ated from Holy Apostle’s grade school, returned to
New Berlin to assist his father and others when the Brian Loohauis,Andy Wanie, Jim Bauer and Dale Lachacz
sanctuary was tiled.

time and have saved the parish thousands of dollars in labor and
To complete these projects Brian, Andy, Jim and renovation costs. Next time you see these dedicated men, take
Dale have donated more than 200 hours of their a moment to thank them for their generous gifts.

Summertime Sharing of Lunch and Love

By Lisa Borkoski

Since 2003 the Holy Apostles St.Vincent de Paul Society has joined with its Waukesha County Council to
provide lunches for central city children and their families. This is the third year that Holy Apostles has volun-
teered to help out with the Summer Lunch program. Every weekday from June through September (roughly
from the last day of school through the Friday before Labor Day weekend), area church members volunteer
their time to hand out sandwiches, fruit, desserts and a snack to children at Haertel Field Park in Waukesha.
From 11:30 a.m. to noon, lunches are passed out to children ranging in age from infants to teenagers. Parents
are welcome to take a lunch as well. During the week of August 11-15th (Holy Apostles’ week), over 100
children were served, and about 140 lunches were passed out including some to kids who took extras home
for family members.

Any children are welcome to participate in the program — all they have to do is show up — but most come
from the public school system and receive free or reduced lunch rates during the school year. The purpose
of the program is to make sure that these children are getting at least one healthy meal every day in the
summer. In addition to the lunches, Holy Apostles’ volunteers offered crafts for the kids to enjoy after all the
meals were handed out. Books, donated by parishioners, were also given to the children.

If you have any questions about the Summer Lunch program, or would like to volunteer next year, please con-
tact Mary Klingbeil at 262-782-8602.




When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and
all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glori-
ous throne, and all the nations will be assem-
bled before him. And he will separate them
one from another, as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep
on his right and the goats on his left. Then, the
king will say to those on his right,

Come, you who are blessed
by my Father. Inherit the world.
For | was hungry and you gave
me food, | was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and
you welcomed me, naked and
you clothed me, ill and you cared
for me, in prison and you visited
me.

Then, the righteous will answer him and say,
“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did
we see you a stranger and welcome you, or

naked and clothe you?” And the king will say to
them in reply,

Amen, | say to you, whatever
you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for
me.

@att. 25:31-40

(" The Judgement of the Nations

By Catherine Stewart

Many times here at Holy Apostles the plea goes
out for us to share some of our food with the
hungry or to buy gifts at Christmas for families

that don't have the resources to give gifts to their
children. This is an easy way for us to live out this
Gospel message. But do any of us actually travel
into the poorer areas of our city and physically help
feed the hungry?

The Franciscan Peacemakers make this their mis-
sion every weekday by taking sandwiches and fruit
to Milwaukee’s inner city and distributing this food
from the back of their mini-van. These volunteers
are non-judgmental in their interactions while they
give comfort to those in our society that many of
us look down upon.

Most of us don't have the opportunity to live out
this Gospel message in quite the same way. But,
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one that needs our care, concern or comfort.
What about that neighbor down the block that we
shun because we don't like the way they look or
approve of their lifestyle? Maybe a simple hello and
smile from us would make their day and help them
feel like they matter.What about the child who re-
ally annoys us by constantly running across our lawn
when we ask him or her not to? They might just be
looking for someone to pay attention to them or
offer a little bit of conversation. | don't think any of
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particular Gospel message.

We can start right in our own homes and neigh-
borhoods by doing just one kind deed this day. We
might be surprised what will come back to us. How
does that old saying go?

What goes around comes around.
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Spiritual Adoption Program

The program’s goals are to:

= Encourage the parish to pray for babies in
danger of abortion.

Starting in October, details will be made available on how you
can participate in the Spiritual Adoption Program. What is this
program, you ask? It's very simple. Participants in the Spiritual
Adoption Program pledge to pray for a period of nine months
for a baby in danger of abortion. While this child will remain
unknown to his or her ‘spiritual parent, God knows who the
child is!

» Educate adults and children about the devel
opment of the pre-born child.

= Provide mothers in need with assistance at a
‘baby shower’ complete with donated gifts.

Please watch the bulletin for further information.
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By Dolores Slane

This is a story of faith,
love and prayer. In re-
sponse to a plea from
the Catholic Social
Service in 1977, Holy
Apostles parish agreed
to sponsor aVietnam-
ese refugee family.

The Human Concerns
committee met, dis-
cussed and prayed for
guidance in making a
decision of sponsorship.

In January of 1978 the
committee gathered

at Mitchell Field to
welcome our ‘adopted’
family. Van, a 45 (going
on 60) year old bewil-
dered, grief-stricken
woman wept softly as
she held the hand of

a frail and frightened,
saucer-eyed, eight year
old little boy, Ngoc. An,
a stoic 12 year old girl,
already aged by the
horrors of war, seemed
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this coat brought me to tears recalling the day | buried my
son, but | knew it was the right thing to do. When we got
back to my house, | gave the coat to Que.

The next morning | called an interpreter to ask about the
arrival of the unexpected “second son, Que.” Imagine my
surprise when he responded,“Oh! He is not Van’s son!
Everyone is looking for
him...the airline, and
the St.Vincent de Paul
Society in Tennessee.”

Later that day, after a
generous parishioner
(Thank you, Harold!)
donated the money
gps uif Gjhir- RvF xbt
on his way to his new
home in Tennessee. |
boarded the plane with
Que and talked to the
qgjipu boe ujhiu buufo-
dant about his destina-
tion. Que and | shook
hands, and he bowed
as | departed.

Ui T zfbst Gfx cz boe
25 years later | was an
honored guest at the
wedding of aVietnam-
ese girl who called me
her American Grand-
ma. As | entered St.
Anthony’s church, | was
welcomed by some

to be the head of the
family. A few weeks
later, Hung, one of
Van's two sons who had earlier escaped to the Philip-
pines, entered the U.S. Sadly, we later found out that
Hung's brother had died from starvation and lack of
medical care while a refugee in the Philippines.

Unable to speak our language, Hung's trip to Milwaukee
had a few twists. He mistakenly got off the plane when
it stopped for a layover in Detroit! Arriving several
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nied by Que, an 18 year old young man. We witnessed
Van's tears, hugs and prayers as she held the two in a
very emotional reunion.

Since it was a cold January night, | noticed Que was
shivering in his lightweight clothing. | knew he quickly
needed something warm to wear. My 14 year old son
had outgrown a sport coat he had worn to his little

Ngoc Nguyn with his mother Van and sister An.

Vietnamese men. They
shook my hand, and
one of them said,

We are so grateful to the
people of Holy Apostles parish
for all they did for our families.

As the conversation continued, they asked if | had ever
met the bride’s cousin. | answered that | didn't think | had.
A gentleman walked up to me and shook my hand saying,

| will never forget you.
| was cold and you gave
me a coat.

It was Que!



Outreach | a decade of giving

By Mary Beth McNichols

Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be
comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hun-
ger and thirst for righteous-
ness, for they will be plled.

Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure of
heart, for they will see
God.

Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they will be
called sons of God.

Blessed are those who
are persecuted because
of their righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

Holy Apostles parish has a long and
outstanding tradition of giving, both
within our local boundaries and to
the greater Church community. The
Human Concerns committee is
charged with overseeing all of the
various service-related activities of
the parish. We have all witnessed
the fruits of their labors from the
Christmas baskets and inner city meal
program to the Elizabeth Ministry
and the handicap dance.

In the late-nineties the Parish Council

decided to devote approximately
one percent of the total parish
budget for direct monetary grants

to those in need. These funds would
be over and above monies used

for established service activities.

The Beatitudes, handed down to us
in Matthew’s Gospel, formed the
framework of a small committee that
was then formed 10 years ago. This
group was charged with the mission
to develop a plan to distribute these
funds to organizations that serve the
poor and disadvantaged, both in our
local sphere and to the “Church” as a
whole.

The group calls itself the Outreach
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concern for human need, our parish
“reaches out” to others. Holy Apos-
tles is a faith community blessed with
many riches, both in human service
and monetary support of others.
The Outreach Committee has the
wonderful opportunity to spread our
wealth to those who do not have the
advantages that we have.

The Outreach Committee meets two
to three times per year. The group
knows how much money there is to
work with and then sets about brain-
storming for ideas on how to distrib-
ute those dollars. Members come
with names of organizations that they
may have come across in the past
that need funding. In addition, the
Human Concerns committee and Fr.
Dave continually receive requests for
help from groups far and wide.

Keeping in mind the “marching
orders” set forth in the Beatitudes,
the group begins to develop a list of
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following focus categories: Hunger,
Homelessness, Day Care (child and
adult), Health Care, Abuse, Elderly,
Education, and Social Justice. Not
forgetting the larger Church, the

group looks not only at our New
Berlin and Waukesha County areas,
but also the Greater Milwaukee area,
as well as nationally and internation-
ally, for organizations that serve those
in need. Grants are solicited through
a formal application process. As part
of the bylaws of the committee, no
grants are made to individual persons;
rather, only organizations that are IRS
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ered. The committee reconvenes
after all of the applications are in and
then makes award decisions. Giving
money to worthwhile organizations is
extremely satisfying, and the commit-
tee members take pride in knowing
that Holy Apostles is truly a parish

of action and compassion for others.

Over the past 10 years, the parish
has granted approximately $199,000
through its Outreach Committee
work. The summary of organiza-
tions is three pages long - too long
to list in this article. However, the list
includes everything from Meals on
Wheels to the Rawhide Boys' Ranch,
the Greater Milwaukee Free Clinic in
West Allis, the New Berlin Senior Taxi
and the Cathedral Project for wom-
en’s services. In addition, the group
has awarded our own parish a grant
to aid our school with tuition-fund-
ing assistance. On the international
front, the group has granted funds for
schools and health care projects in
Central America.

The Outreach Committee is always
looking for worthwhile projects and
groups to support. Parish members
are welcome to submit ideas for con-
sideration. The committee consists of
Mary Busalacchi, Sharon Baxter, Dick
Meyerring, Mary Wisniewski, Jeanne
Tomaro, Mary Beth McNichols, Mau-
reen Siwula, and our chair, Stacia Sch-
neider. The committee is proud to
serve Holy Apostles and help carry
out its mission of service to others.






