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By Father Filut

 Words 
 Of Faith
When Imitation is 
a Good Thing

Dear Parishioners,

“Every person is a unique 
individual. There is no one 
else in the world exactly 

like you or exactly like me.” 
Most of us take pride in this.  We like to think 
of ourselves as originals.  None of us want to 
be an imitation of some other person, and that 
is a healthy attitude.  It would be kind of sad to 
go through life pretending to be someone else.

And yet, there is a sense in which imitating 
other people is an essential part of living.  We 
all do it.  The language that we speak is a case 
in point.  Every one of us learned to talk by imi-
tating the sounds that we heard others make.  
And to a large extent, we learned to walk, to 
eat, to play and to work by the same method.  
Unique individuals though we are, our lives in 
large measure are imitations of what we have 
seen and heard in the lives of other people.  
Is this a good thing or a bad thing?  That all 
depends on whom we choose to imitate.  We 
are inherently imitators.  Therefore, we should 
exercise wisdom and caution when choosing 
our role models.

St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians (4:30-5:2) 
gives us the highest level of imitation when he 
says, “Be imitators of God as His dear children.”  
Wow!  The Apostle was not a thinker of small 

thoughts.  His attitude was that since we are going to imitate 
tpnfpof- xiz opu uif ijhiftu boe uif cftu@  Nz ûstu sfbdujpo 
is: how can you or I, mere mortals, model our lives after “God 
the Father, Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth”?

Obviously, there are some things about Him that cannot be imi-
tated.  He is all-powerful.  He is all knowing.  He is everywhere.  
We cannot imitate that.  But Paul mentions three characteristics 
of God that we, as His children, can copy in our own living.

3 Characteristics To Imitate:

The þrst is KINDNESS  
The Greek word that is translated “kind” or “kindness” appears 
several times that I know of in the New Testament.  And almost 
always, it is used with reference to God.  Luke 6:35 says: “Love 
your enemy.  Then you will rightly be called children of the Most 
High, since He Himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wick-
ed.”  Romans 2:4 poses this question: “Do you not know that 
God’s kindness is an invitation to you to repent?”  And 1Peter 
2:3 says, “You have tasted that the Lord is kind.”

As the more leisure days of summer are gone and the hectic 
days of the school year and the fall season begin, we must deal 
with the daily routine of life.  We must do our work, pay our 
bills, and hopefully have a little fun in the midst of it all.  While 
doing this, our most consistent challenge will be living with and 
relating to other people.  It is here that we are called to prac-
tice simple kindness. 

Another divine characteristic is COMPASSION  
Some translators say “tender heartedness.”  God has a tender 
heart.  It can be broken.  He can be made to grieve.  Thus we 
have the scriptural injunction: “Do nothing that will sadden the 
Holy Spirit.”  Then Paul gives a list of things that have that effect 
– things that bring sadness to the heart of God.  They are “bit-
terness, anger, harsh words, slander, and malice of every kind.”
You and I sometimes say that we cannot help the way we 
feel.  But we can help the way we think and the things that we 
do.  If we are bitter and angry people, it is because we have 
been thinking bitter and angry thoughts.  We can think grateful 
thoughts.  We can look at life and at people through sympa-
thetic eyes.  We can try, at least, to understand their feelings and 
show compassion for their problems.



The Generosity of Strangers
By Catherine Stewart  

Jesus taught to the villages in the vicinity.  He 
summoned the Twelve and began to send them 
out two by two and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits.  He instructed them to take 
nothing for the journey but a walking stick – no 
food, no sack, no money in their belts.  They 
were, however, to wear sandals but not a sec-
ond tunic.  He said to them, 

“Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave from 
there.  Whatever place does not 
welcome you, leave there and 
shake the dust off your feet in  
testimony against them.”Mark 6:7-11

Most of us, when we embark on a journey, 
spend many days preparing for the trip.  We 
make lists so we don’t forget anything we might 
need.  Many of us pack much more than we 
will need – just in case.  But Jesus set out with 
just His tunic and sandals.  He depended on the 
generosity and compassion of others, trusting 
that they would provide Him and His disciples 
with everything they would need on their 
journey.
 
Our culture today does not encourage or allow 

us to be that dependent on strangers.  We are 
expected to be prepared for whatever we think we 
will need, and many times would even be criticized 
if we were unprepared.  In contrast, our Lord wants 
us to trust Him, in that He will provide everything 
we need.  That does not mean we can just haphaz-
ardly go off on our own.  Rather, after we make all 
the preparations necessary, we need to trust God 
that all will go well.  He will guide us, protect us and 
lead us in the right direction, to the right people so 
that our needs will be taken care of.

Many, many years ago, on one of our trips with our 
children – one an infant – we found ourselves on a 
long stretch of road where there were no places to 
shop for food.  We stopped at a gas station and in-
quired where we could get some milk.  The gentle-
nbo xpsljoh uifsf uppl uif cbcz cpuumf- ûmmfe ju 
with milk from his cooler, and warmed it for us.  
When we asked what we owed him, he just smiled 
and wished us a safe trip.  This was a time we were 
efûojufmz efqfoefou po boe usvtujoh pg b tusbohfs/

Jòn tvsf bmm pg vt dbo sfüfdu po ujnft xf ibe up 
depend on someone, possibly a stranger, and trust 
them to help us.  Have you ever been stranded on 
uif tjef pg uif spbe xjui b übu ujsf boe tpnfpof 
graciously stopped to help you?

What is your story of help and generosity?  Think 
about it.

One more area where we can imitate 
God is a willingness to FORGIVE  
Paul uses the word reciprocally.  We are to be “mu-
uvbmmz gpshjwjoh/ð  Ju üpxt cbdl boe gpsui cfuxffo 
us.  Today, it may be that I am on the giving end.  
I am the one doing the forgiving.  It only makes 
sense that I should do that, because just around 
the corner is another day when the roles will be 
reversed.  I will be on the receiving end. I will be 
the one who needs to be forgiven.

We as Catholics carry a profound message of hope for a sinful 
world.  It is that God is the great forgiver.  But every day of our 
mjwft- xf fjuifs dpoûsn ps efoz uibu nfttbhf cz uif xbz xf 
deal with one another.  When we are mutually forgiving, we are 
simply imitating what God has already done for us in Christ.

As we begin this new season, let us truly “Be imitators of God, 
as His dear children.”  If we can’t or choose not to imitate God 
jo uif nboofs xf sfüfdufe vqpo jo uijt bsujdmf- uifo nbzcf pvs 
faith is just a phony imitation!

KINDNESS FORGIVECOMPASSION



By Jan Reeseman

Summer has come to an end and another school 
year has started.  When you stepped into Holy 
Apostle’s school this year you saw many new 
upgrades to the classrooms as well as the building 
in general.  The “new look” was made possible by 
the generous donations of time and money re-
ceived from parish members and numerous school 
associations throughout this past year. Without the 
support of our parish and school community, this 
would not have been possible. THANK YOU!

How about a quick ‘tour’?  
Let’s start with the west entrance, 
commonly known as the “festival 
entrance”.  The double set of entry 
doors were eliminated and have 
been replaced with a single wider 
door. And, new ceramic tile has 
been laid down making this foyer 
area more accommodating to the 
students as they enter and leave the 
school for recess and other activities.

To the right is the south end of the 
school which supports the primary 
grades.  Here new lockers have 
been added which replace the coat 
hooks and shelves. Before the lock-
ers could be installed in the south 
hallway however, tiling was removed 
and walls were re-plastered, textured 
and painted. In ad-
dition, non-essential 
fouszxbzt xfsf ûmmfe 
in to create a con-
sistent look to the 
classrooms and new 
doors were added 
in many entryways. 
Each classroom was 
painted and the 
teachers were given 
the opportunity to 
select an accent color 
for their individual 
room and given new 
chairs in their faculty lounge.

Bu uif pqqptjuf tjef pg uif tdippm- zpv xjmm ûoe uif 
6th through 8th grade hallway which also received 
new lockers!  The split lockers were taken out and 

EXTREME MAKEOVER: school edition

replaced with full sized 
ones. In the Middle School 
classrooms, new hot water 
piping was installed to 
eliminate the potential for 
frozen pipes and water 
damage. And in the gym-
nasium, the court has a 
new coat of polyurethane 
up qspufdu uif üpps bmpoh 
with wider foul lines.

Finally, as you walk along 
the hallways of the school, 
look for the new decora-
ujwf ujmft jo uif üppsjoh 
– red, teal and purple.

FORGIVE

Smart board addition.




