
Dear Parishioners,

	 I received this interesting email from a 
friend. I don’t know whom to credit, but WOW! 
How true it is!  What do you think?
							     
Fr. Dave Filut

*************
A few years after I was born, my Dad met a 
stranger who was new to our small Texas town.  
From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this 
enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to 
live with our family.  The stranger was quickly ac-
cepted and was around from then on.

As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my 
family.  In my young mind, he had a special niche.  
My parents were complementary instructors:  
Mom taught me good from evil, and Dad taught 
me to obey.  But the stranger...he was our story-
teller.  He would keep us spellbound for hours on 
end with adventures, mysteries and comedies.

If I wanted to know anything about politics, his-
tory or science, he always knew the answers 
about the past, understood the present, and even 
seemed able to predict the future!  He took my 
gbnjmz up uif ûstu nbkps mfbhvf cbmm hbnf/  If 
made me laugh, and he made me cry.  The strang-
er never stopped talking, but Dad didn’t seem to 

mind.  Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest 
of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had to 
say, and she would go to the kitchen for peace and quiet (I 
wonder now if she ever prayed for the stranger to leave). 

Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictions, 
but the stranger never felt obligated to honor them.  Pro-
fanity, for example, was not allowed in our home.  Not from 
us, our friends or any visitors.  Our longtime visitor, however, 
got away with four-letter words that burned my ears, made 
my dad squirm and my mother blush.  My Dad didn’t per-
mit the liberal use of alcohol.  But, the stranger encouraged 
us to try it on a regular basis.  He made cigarettes look 
cool, cigars manly and pipes distinguished.

He talked freely (much too freely!) about sex.  His com-
ments were sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive and 
generally embarrassing.  I now know that my early concepts 
bcpvu sfmbujpotijqt xfsf joüvfodfe tuspohmz cz uif tusbohfs/  
Time after time, he opposed the values of my parents, yet 
he was seldom rebuked.   And NEVER was he asked to 
leave. 

Npsf uibo ûguz zfbst ibwf qbttfe tjodf uif tusbohfs npwfe 
in with our family.  He has blended right in and is not nearly 
bt gbtdjobujoh bt if xbt bu ûstu/  Tujmm- jg zpv dpvme xbml joup 
nz qbsfoutò efo upebz- zpv xpvme ûoe ijn tjuujoh pwfs jo ijt 
corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk and watch 
him draw his pictures.

His name?? We just call him ‘TV.’
(Note: This should be required reading for every house-
hold in America!)  

He has taken a wife now... We call her 
‘Computer.’
   
˜ Merry Christmas Everyone

DECEMBER, 2009

By Father Filut

 Words 
 Of Faith
An Eye Opener
For Us All



What Can Jesus Do For You?
They came to Jericho.  As Jesus was leaving 
Jericho with His disciples and a sizable crowd, 
Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus, 
sat by the roadside begging.  On hearing that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out 
and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on 
me.”  Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called the blind man, saying to him, 
“Take courage.  Get up.  He is calling you.”  
He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and 
came to Jesus.  Jesus said to him in reply, 
“What do you want me to do for you?”  The 
blind man replied to him, “Master, I want to 
see.”  Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith 
has saved you.”  Immediately, he received his 
sight and followed him on the way.  Mark 
10:46-52

Bt xf sfüfdu po uijt Tdsjquvsf qbttbhf- xf 
need to enter into it and identify with Barti-
maeus, begging on the side of the road.  Bar-
timaeus was undoubtedly not very appealing. 
With no ability to see, all he could do was 
rely on his other senses.  We need to do the 
same; sense that Jesus is near to us and with 
us.  The truth is; we have spiritual blind spots 

in some areas of our heart, in some areas of 
our spirit.

When Jesus asked Bartimaeus, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” not only did Bar-
timaeus ask Jesus for his sight, he also asked 
Jesus for the gifts of compassion, time, Jesus’ 
support and His presence.

If Jesus asked you, 

“What do you want me to 
do for you?”  

What would your answer be?  Would you 
ask Jesus to give you more money; more 
stuff?  Or would you ask Him to help you be 
more loving, more compassionate, and more 
tolerant?  Would you ask Him to help you 
give more of your time to someone needing 
it?  Would you be willing to be present to 
tpnfpof . qpttjcmz tpnfpof zpv epoòu ûoe 
appealing?  Would your response be, “Lord, I 
want to see.”?             
                                 
                                 By Catherine Stewart

SPREAD SOME CHEER   By Lisa Borkoski

On December 19th, about 100 volunteers will form an assembly line and put together 250 Christmas food 
baskets here at Holy Apostles.  Everything from produce to buns to ham will be packed into reusable cardboard 
boxes to give out to needy families in Milwaukee and Waukesha Counties.  HA purchases non-perishable foods 
from Second Harvest, and Pick N Save gives discounts on produce.

Mike Glider, as well as his wife Darlene and his sister Michelle Severson, have been helping out area families 
through HA’s Human Concerns Committee for over 10 years.  “Kids to age 90, and all ages in between help out 
every year,” says Mike.  “They see it as a family service project.  I just organize everything – it’s the volunteers 
that put it all together.”

The gift tags found near St. Joseph’s Shrine in church each holiday season are organized by the Glider’s and the 
Human Concerns Committee as well.   Michelle Severson has contacts at area parishes that have needy fami-
lies – there are about seven parishes in all – and each parish is allotted a certain number of gift tags depending 
on the total number of families in need.  The tags are then labeled with the child’s age, sex and wishes for what 
they want for Christmas.  If the child is an infant, the parents will put necessities on the list, such as diapers, 
bottles and blankets.  The gift tags have been available since November 28th.

If you are looking for a way to use your time and spread some holiday cheer, why not offer to help with the gift 
baskets, or take a gift tag or two to help make someone’s Christmas a little brighter this year.



TOGETHER 
By Dave Jossart

Community service can mean a lot of different things 
to a lot of different people.  For some, picking up 
trash along the road with an organization like the Cub 
Scouts, or donating food to a food pantry are ex-
amples of community service.  For others, volunteer-
ing their time in a one-on-one capacity is their way 
of helping out in the community.  For the students of 
Holy Apostles School, these are some of the examples 
pg uif uzqft pg dpnnvojuz tfswjdf qspkfdut uibu uifz 
are involved with.

I had the pleasure of speaking to the student council 
of Holy Apostles School regarding their efforts with 
tfswjdf qspkfdut jo pvs bsfb/  Diboemfs Opsui- Fm-
lis Shandly, Emily Kern and Nathan Anonuevo are all 
eighth grade students at Holy Apostles.  More impor-
tantly, they are all enthusiastic community volunteers.

The middle school students at Holy Apostles are 
jowpmwfe jo b ovncfs pg dpnnvojuz tfswjdf qspkfdut jo 
Ofx Cfsmjo boe tvsspvoejoh bsfbt/  Tpnf pg uif qspk-
ects they are involved with are: volunteering at soup 
kitchens in downtown Milwaukee and the Adopt-a-
Family Program, (which is where students bring in gifts 
for families in need of things like clothes, shoes, and 
other items).  They even hold a middle school vol-
leyball tournament where the students are required 
to bring in canned goods, which in turn are donated 
to the New Berlin Food Pantry.  In addition to that, 
students also sing Christmas carols for the residents of 
Linden Grove during the holiday season.

Tjnjmbsmz- tpnf pg uif tuvefout jo uif gpvsui boe ûgui 
grades participate in a sports day at Malone Park, 
where canned goods they collect are donated to the 
food pantry.  They hold kickball, soccer and capture 
uif übh upvsobnfout- bt xfmm bt qmbz cbtlfucbmm- bmm 
in the name of donating food to those who are in 

need.  Beginning in December and continuing through April, 
fourth grade students volunteer their time at Linden Grove 
where once or twice a month they help the residents create 
dsbgu qspkfdut mjlf tvo dbudifst- wbtft- üpxfs qput boe qjm-
lows, among many other things.  Linden Grove refers to this 
activity as ‘Bridging the Gap’.  Residents then hold a craft and 
bake sale with all of the proceeds going directly to the Lin-
den Grove Foundation, which according to Kathi Wright, the 
Director of Activities for Linden Grove, “enhances the quality 
of life for our residents.”  Some of the proceeds from these 
bdujwjujft ibwf bmsfbez qbje gps b nfejubujpo sppn boe übu 
screen televisions at Linden Grove.  Wright also noted, “Holy 
Apostles does so much for us and we really do appreciate it!”

Opu bmm pg uif dpnnvojuz tfswjdf qspkfdut uibu uif tuvefout 
are involved with are done solely through the school.  The 
parish also offers opportunities for involvement.  Students 
in the third through eighth grades have the opportunity to 
cf nbtt tfswfst boe bmtp ifmq pvu bu uif qbsjti ûti gsjft/  
Beyond that, students have been known to shovel driveways 
for people and they even painted the Girl Scout room on 
their own time!

The students at Holy Apostles are willing and eager to help 
pvu xjui dpnnvojuz tfswjdf qspkfdut/  Uifz gffm uibu ju jt 
important to help out people who are less fortunate, and in 
a way, it helps to bring the students together.  It gives them 
a gratifying feeling to see the reactions of happiness and 
surprise on peoples’ faces.

Even after Chandler North, Ellis Shanley, Nathan Anonuevo 
and Emily Kern (the four student council members I inter-
viewed shown below) leave the halls of Holy Apostles, they 
all intend to continue their service program involvement in 
the community.  Particularly with serving at mass, and once 
in high school, all of them are interested in becoming ushers.

As demonstrated by the students at Holy Apostles, commu-
ojuz tfswjdf qsphsbnt bsf jnqpsubou- boe opu kvtu tpnfuijoh 
that they have to do.

[Helping Our Community]



Who’s Who of the SHARING Staff
By Dolores Gavin Slane

By now you’ve familiarized yourself with HA’s SHAR-
ING publication.   But what about those who put their 
talents to work to make the publication a successful 
one?  Get to know a little bit about each of the staff of 
the SHARING team below.

Kaye Martin – Chair & writing        
J ibwf cffo b qbsjti nfncfs tjodf 3112/  J kpjofe uif 
parish because I liked so much of what I saw when I 
was a teacher on the HA faculty.  I volunteered to be 
part of the SHARING staff when I learned that the old 
PEOPLE-to-PEOPLE publication was in need of new 
blood.

Lisa Borkoski – writing/editing:     
My family and I have been members of HA since 
1999 (my husband Mike and I were married here in 
2000, and our son was baptized in 2004).  Joining the 
SHARING staff is my personal way of helping out in 
the church, and has given me an opportunity to put 
my writing/editing abilities to good use as well as to 
actively use my English and Creative Writing degree.

Jan Reesman – writing     
As a member of HA parish for the past 15 years I have 
been involved in a number of parish activities.  This in-
cludes:  parish festival and bake sales, the St. Vincent de 
Paul meal program and the SHARING newsletter.  My 
professional background is in Industrial sales, Marketing 
& Product Management.

Mary Cumiskey – writing
Peter and I have been married for 37 years.  I have 
been homebound with MCS (Multiple Chemical Sen-
tjujwjujft* gps 32 zfbst/  J kpjofe ïTIBSJOHð cfdbvtf 
I love to compose God-centered writings and to use 
this gift to be of service to Him and His children. 
 
Catherine Stewart – writing
Dmjg boe J kpjofe IB jo 2:84/  J fokpz cfjoh b qbsu pg 
the SHARING staff because it challenges me to seek 
pvu Tdsjquvsf tupsjft- up sfüfdu po uifn boe xsjuf b 
piece to share with others.  My happy times are spent 
with our 4 sons and 3 grandchildren.
 
Dave Jossart – writing
I attended Holy Apostles School.  Rebecca and I re-
kpjofe IB jo 3118 tipsumz cfgpsf pvs ebvhiufs Bmmjtpo 
xbt cpso/ J kpjofe uif TIBSJOH tubgg uijoljoh ju xbt b 
way to help out the parish as well as utilize my Journal-

ism degree.

Cathy Gasper – layout & design
Lfo boe J kpjofe uif qbsjti jo 2::9 boe cpui pg vt ibwf 
served on many committees since then.  We have three 
children and it is our goal that they follow in our Catholic 
footsteps. I believe actions are more powerful than words.

Carlene Heidemann – layout & design
Norm and I, along with our four children, became mem-
bers of HA 40 years ago.  We’ve been involved with par-
ish activities in varying degrees through the years including 
uif qsfqbsbujpo pg uif Psefs pg Xpstijq/  Jòn fokpzjoh nz 
participation in the revival of HA’s newsletter.

Dolores Slane – writer
Fe boe J kpjofe IB jo 2:68/  J xbt xjepxfe jo 2::9/  Xf 
had six children and twelve grandchildren.  Our 5th son 
ejfe bu bhf 6/  Cpui Fe boe J fokpzfe cfjoh jowpmwfe jo 
church and community committees.  One of my hobbies 
– writing – brought me to the SHARING staff.

Father David Filut – Pastor
I lived on the Southside of Milwaukee, attended Forest 
Ipnf Bwf/ gps ljoefshbsufo- boe 2tu .9ui hsbeft bu Tu/ 
Anthony School.  I attended St. Francis Minor High School 
boe uifo Tu/ Gsbodjt Nbkps Tfnjobsz/  J xbt psebjofe up uif 
qsjftuippe po Nbz 29- 2:79/  Jòwf cffo b qbsjti qsjftu gps 
41½ years.  In June of 2010 I will have been your pastor 
here at Holy Apostles for 12 years.  I’ve been asked why I 
write for “SHARING”?  The answer is, I’m the pastor and I 
have to.

Carlene Heidemann, Kaye Martin and Delores Slane



Who’s Who of the SHARING Staff

Catherine Stewart, Lisa Borkoski, Cathy Gasper, Dave Jossart and Jan Reesman (missing from SHARING pictures Mary Cumiskey).

BEAUTIFUL ARTISTRY
By Jan Reesman

The Art and Environment Committee create and design 
the wonderful decorations that we see inside the church 
and on the altar throughout the liturgical year. Each mem-
ber brings their special talent to be shared – from interior 
efdpsbujoh- fohjoffsjoh boe xbufsjoh üpxfst up qbjoujoh- 
sewing and ironing.

Ron Merkt chairs the Committee and has been a mem-
ber of the group for 31 years.  Other members are Barb 
Gonring, Correne Gumina, Bob Hollenback, Karen Jurek, 
Tom & Mary Flaherty, Michael & Sandy Meyer, Ginny Mur-
phy, Ed, Sue, Elisa, Kate & Amanda Necker, Kay Sands, Irene 
Schreck, and Elaine Schrader.  Their service to our parish 
has spanned the years of pastoral leadership beginning 
with Fr. Jim Johnson and continuing with Fr. Ed Weiland to 
Fr. Dave Filut.

Over the years the “style” of art has changed while the 
meaning behind the symbolism has remained the same.  
Banners that were silkscreened, bleached and tie-dyed 
were popular years ago.  Different types of media have 
been used including ribbon, colored cellophane and Styro-
foam.  These materials were often cut, shaped and painted 

to create murals, sunbursts and trees.  Wreaths (both 
small and large) were created from grapevines, fruits 
boe üpxfst/ Qbsjti nfncfst ibwf mpwjohmz iboe.nbef 
quilts and vestments.  Others have donated special gifts 
that over the years have become traditions with the 
congregation like the Risen Christ statue that is dis-
played at Easter.

During Advent, the church’s decorations are minimal, 
almost austere.  The advent wreath, simple in its design 
of 4 equally spaced candles, remains the focal point 
while we await Christ’s birth. Then, during the Christ-
mas season, the decorations are abundant.  Colors of 
gold and white sparkle everywhere.  Angels hang from 
high.  Potted plants and evergreen trees are arranged, 
decorated, and placed throughout the church.  To make 
this happen, specially designed scaffolding that follows 
the angle of the altar walls is used to hang decorations 
while supportive wires are strategically placed.  The 
angels that we see at this annual celebration were hand-
crafted by the committee members.  Hours of time 
were dedicated to hand paint the faces, to brush and 
set the angels hair, to form wire to create their bodies 
and hands, to sew the clothing and mold their halos.

Our Parish is blessed to have among us a dedicated 
group that is willing to share their time and talent with 
us so that we can be surrounded by the traditions and 
symbols of our faith.
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